Allison J. LaFave
Allison J. LaFave was born and raised in rural South Dakota.  In high school, she was recognized as a National Merit Scholar, a Presidential Scholar, and valedictorian of her high school class.  She participated in the United States Senate Youth Program, the Telluride Association Summer Program, as well as a funded summer exchange program in China.  

Ms. LaFave has always been active in local and national political races.  From 2004-2005, she was appointed a United States Senate Page by Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD).  In 2005-2006, she served as a House page in the South Dakota State Legislature.  Throughout high school and college, Allison contributed energy and enthusiasm to a number of political races and causes.  In the summer of 2007, she was an immigration intern in the state office of Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD).  In the summer of 2008, she returned to South Dakota to work on Senator Johnson’s re-election campaign.  
In 2010, Allison graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University with a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies.  During her undergraduate years, Allison was actively involved in public service projects.  She served as a director at the nation’s only student-run homeless shelter, tutored underprivileged youth in Boston and New York City, recruited low-income students to Harvard University, and served as a prison tutor at Suffolk County Prison.  In the spring of 2009, she studied abroad in Durban, South Africa, where she worked and researched at a church-run children’s shelter.  This was the first time Allison fully recognized the magnitude of the HIV/AIDS problem in southern Africa and around the world.  Her time in Durban inspired her continued commitment to HIV/AIDS programs.
As a lifelong Episcopalian with ties to the Lakota people of South Dakota, Allison chose to write her senior thesis about the federal government’s policy of replacing federal Indian agents with clergy (particularly the Episcopal clergy in Dakota Territory) in the nineteenth century.  She continues to be interested in the church’s increasing openness to indigenous traditions, as well as its commitment to diversity and tolerance, more generally.
Allison has spent the past year working for a Civil Rights attorney in Manhattan.  This summer, she will begin her two-year commitment to Teach for America.  In the fall of 2011, Allison will begin teaching at La Cima Elementary Charter School in Bedford-Stuyvesant, New York, and enroll in a Master’s in Education program.

